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4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 

USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 

obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Muir et al. (Us Patent #6644664) in view of Bennett (US Patent #6093102). 

Regarding claims 1,5,8,11,12,13,14,19: Muir teaches a gaming machine having 
an improved game display comprising; a polyhedral reel having a plurality of faces, 
each face having an indicium; and a central processing unit for determining a stopped 
position for the polyhedral reel, the central processing unit further for controlling the 
drive mechanism to position the polyhedral reel in the stopped position (col.1, 26-54, 
col. 2, 60-67). Muir also teaches a wager acceptor (col. 3, 4-10), paylines (col.1, 65-67, 
col. 2, 1-6) and making a award for a wining game outcome (col. 3, 33-45). Except a 
drive mechanism connected to the polyhedral reel for rotating the polyhedral reel. 
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Bennett teaches where a gaming machine may have either a video display or 
mechanical display of the reels (col. 5, 44-52). Whether the gaming machine has 
physical reels or video displayed reels it is controlled by a computer where they both are 
substantially the same. Where the out come would be the same in both just it would 
look different. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine 
the teachings of Muir and Bennett where polyhedral reels can be a mechanical reel or 
video where the out come of the game is displayed to the player and the player is paid 
for the wining combinations. 

Regarding claim 2,3,6,15: Muir teaches the gaming machine described in claim 
1, wherein the rotating polyhedral reel is oscillating (col. 1, 50-55). Muir is fully capable 
of rotating in at two axes. 

Regarding claim 4,7: Muir teaches the gaming machine as described in claim 1, 
except a stepper motor driving the reels. Bennet teaches reels being controlled by a 
stepper motor (col. 5, 44-52). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art to combine the teachings of Muir and Bennett where polyhedral reels can be a 
mechanical reel or video where the out come of the game is displayed to the player and 
the player is paid for the wining combinations. 

Regarding clam 9,10: Muir teaches the method of claim 8, further comprising 
rotating the polyhedral reel in alternating directions before the stopped position and 
direction is alternated before a full revolution (col. 1, 50-60). 
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Regarding claim 16: It is well known in the art that reels are stopped in a 
sequential manner, giving the player a feeling of anticipation to where the next stopping 
symbol is a matching or winning element that is about to be shown. 

Regarding claim 17: Muir teaches the method as described in claim 15, wherein 
the award is the sum of all credit values displayed on the stopped reels (col. 1 , 60-64) 

Regarding claim 18: Muir teaches the method as described in claim 17, wherein 
the award is the sum of all the credit values displayed on the stopped reels multiplied by 
the product or each multiplier displayed on the stopped reels (col. 2, 50-59). It is well 
known to have symbols that multiply the amount won for example wild symbols or 
multipliers. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or eariier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alan Cross whose telephone number is 571-272-5529. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8-4 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bob Pezzuto can be reached on 571-272-6996. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infonnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

ARC 571-272-5529 




Robert E PezfOffts^ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3714 



